
NIDA	  IRP	  Peer	  Mentoring	  Program	  

Navigating	  the	  transition	  from	  undergraduate	  education	  to	  graduate/professional	  studies	  or	  from	  
graduate	  school	  to	  postdoctoral	  research	  can	  be	  complex	  and	  daunting.	  The	  NIDA	  IRP	  Peer	  Mentoring	  
Program	  was	  established	  to	  bring	  “seasoned”	  postdocs	  and	  postbacs	  together	  with	  new	  staff	  to	  develop	  
support	  networks,	  provide	  advice	  and	  guidance,	  and	  foster	  a	  sense	  of	  community.	  We	  meet	  the	  second	  
Monday	  of	  each	  month	  at	  11	  a.m.	  for	  informal	  roundtable	  discussions.	  The	  Peer	  Mentors	  are	  also	  
available	  via	  e-‐mail	  for	  queries	  large	  and	  small.	  

	  

Tom	  Keck	  (coordinator)	  

IRTA	  Postdoctoral	  Fellow,	  3.5	  years	  

Medicinal	  Chemistry	  Section,	  Molecular	  Targets	  and	  Medications	  Discovery	  Branch	  

thomas.keck@nih.gov,	  BRC	  6A505.01,	  x2592	  

University	  of	  Southern	  California	  (B.S.,	  Biomedical	  Engineering),	  Oregon	  Health	  &	  Science	  University	  
(Ph.D.,	  Physiology	  &	  Pharmacology)	  

Hometown:	  Portland,	  Oregon	  

Our	  section	  develops	  novel	  drug-‐like	  molecules	  with	  the	  goals	  of	  developing	  new	  research	  tools	  and	  
medications	  to	  treat	  addiction	  and	  other	  neuropsychiatric	  disorders.	  I	  manage	  the	  in	  vitro	  and	  in	  vivo	  
testing	  of	  compounds	  targeting	  mGluR5	  and	  dopamine	  D3	  receptors.	  

	  

Alex	  Kawa	  

Postbac-‐	  Neurobiology	  of	  Relapse	  section/	  Behavioral	  Neuroscience	  branch	  

Contacat	  info:	  alex.kawa@nih.gov	  	  /	  410-‐350-‐4478	  

I	  have	  been	  at	  NIDA	  for	  a	  year	  and	  a	  half.	  	  I	  did	  my	  undergraduate	  studies	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Maryland	  
and	  graduated	  in	  2011.	  	  I	  am	  currently	  investigating	  the	  neural	  circuits	  underlying	  stress	  induced	  
reinstatement	  of	  food	  seeking.	  

	  

Vani	  Pariyadath	  

IRTA	  Postdoctoral	  Fellow	  

Neuroimaging	  Research	  Branch	  

Preferred	  contact:	  vani.pariyadath@nih.gov	  	  

Background	  and	  research:	  I	  hail	  from	  Kerala,	  one	  of	  the	  southernmost	  states	  in	  India.	  I	  joined	  the	  
Neuroimaging	  Research	  Branch	  in	  April	  2010	  after	  completing	  my	  PhD	  in	  Neuroscience	  from	  Baylor	  
College	  of	  Medicine,	  Houston,	  TX.	  My	  postdoctoral	  research	  focuses	  on	  differences	  in	  susceptibility	  to	  
addiction,	  especially	  those	  stemming	  from	  gene	  x	  adversity	  interactions,	  and	  I	  address	  questions	  related	  
to	  this	  topic	  using	  functional	  Magnetic	  Resonance	  Imaging	  and	  cognitive	  testing	  in	  human	  participants.	  

	  

Julie	  Najar	  

I	  am	  postbac	  fellow	  in	  the	  Neuroimaging	  Research	  Branch,	  and	  I	  have	  been	  at	  NIDA	  for	  one	  and	  a	  half	  
years.	  I	  went	  to	  California	  State	  University,	  Chico	  and	  my	  hometown	  is	  San	  Jose,	  CA.	  

Preferred	  contact:	  	  jnajar88@gmail.com	  



Michelle	  Jobes	  

Formerly	  a	  postdoc,	  now	  a	  Clinical	  Research	  Specialist,	  @	  NIDA	  4.5	  years	  

Was	  in	  the	  Treatment	  section	  of	  the	  Clinical	  Pharmacology	  and	  Therapeutics	  Research	  Branch,	  now	  
Office	  of	  the	  Clinical	  Director	  

email	  jobesm@nida.nih.gov	  	  

University	  Rutgers	  University	  (undergrad,	  Biological	  Sciences	  major,	  BA);	  Joint	  Graduate	  Program	  in	  
Toxicology,	  Rutgers	  University	  and	  University	  of	  Medicine	  and	  Dentistry	  of	  New	  Jersey	  (grad,	  
Neurotoxicology,	  PhD)	  

Hometown:	  Southampton,	  NJ	  	  

The	  goals	  of	  our	  research	  are	  to	  develop	  and	  test	  the	  efficacy	  and	  safety	  of	  new	  treatments	  for	  drug	  
abuse	  and	  to	  understand	  the	  individual	  and	  environmental	  factors	  that	  affect	  drug	  taking	  and	  relapse.	  
Our	  primary	  focus	  is	  on	  evaluating	  treatments	  for	  cocaine	  and	  opioid	  abuse,	  including	  both	  
pharmacologic	  and	  non-‐pharmacologic	  (psychosocial	  and	  behavioral)	  treatments.	  

	  

Oluyomi	  (Yomi)	  M.	  Okunola-‐Bakare	  	  

Hi!	  My	  name	  is	  Yomi	  and	  I	  am	  an	  IRTA	  Postdoctoral	  Fellow	  in	  the	  Medicinal	  Chemistry	  Section	  of	  the	  
Molecular	  Targets	  and	  Medications	  Discovery	  Branch.	  I	  joined	  NIDA-‐IRP	  in	  September	  2009	  after	  
completing	  my	  Ph.D.	  in	  Organic	  Chemistry	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Maryland,	  College	  Park	  in	  June	  of	  the	  
same	  year.	  My	  research	  here	  at	  NIDA	  is	  focused	  on	  the	  design	  and	  synthesis	  of	  small	  molecules	  as	  tools	  
for	  studying	  the	  dopamine	  transporter	  and	  the	  dopamine	  D3	  receptor	  as	  targets	  in	  substance	  abuse	  
disorders.	  I	  am	  originally	  from	  Ibadan,	  Nigeria	  and	  love	  to	  sing,	  read	  (non	  scientific	  material	  ),	  bake	  
and	  solve	  puzzles	  in	  my	  spare	  time.	  I	  have	  some	  prior	  experience	  as	  peer	  mentor	  from	  my	  graduate	  
school	  days	  and	  would	  be	  happy	  to	  chat	  and	  answer	  questions	  about	  how	  to	  maximize	  your	  post-‐doc	  
experience	  here	  at	  NIDA.	  I	  can	  be	  reached	  at	  okunolaoa@mail.nih.gov	  or	  ext.	  2894.	  

	  

Ingrid	  Tulloch	  

Ingrid	  Tulloch	  joined	  NIDA	  IRP	  as	  a	  postdoctoral	  fellow	  in	  the	  Molecular	  Neuropsychiatry	  Branch	  in	  2011.	  

She	  investigates	  molecular	  mechanisms	  of	  addiction	  with	  a	  focus	  on	  transcriptional	  and	  epigenetic	  
changes	  after	  chronic	  methamphetamine	  exposure.	  Dr	  Tulloch	  received	  her	  PhD	  in	  biological	  psychology	  
and	  behavioral	  neuroscience	  from	  the	  City	  University	  of	  New	  York.	  

ingrid.tulloch@nih.gov	  	  

	  

Fabio	  Cruz	  

Postdoc	  

fabio.cruz@nih.gov	  	  

	  

Carlos	  Mejias-‐Aponte	  

Postdoc	  

mejiasca@nida.nih.gov	  	  

	  


